SEMESTER 1 MAJOR ..
UNIT -1
1. Evolution of the Indian Constitution: Constitutional Assembly Debates — Preamble

Studying this topic enhances understanding of the philosophical foundations of the Constitution,
such as justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity. It offers insights into the debates shaping India's
democratic ideals, fostering a deeper appreciation of the nation-building process and equipping
students with a historical perspective on constitutional interpretation.

2. Citizenship — Fundamental Rights and Duties — Directive Principles of State Policy

This topic provides a comprehensive understanding of the rights and responsibilities of citizens,
promoting awareness of individual freedoms and state obligations. It fosters civic consciousness,
encourages participatory democracy, and highlights the balance between personal liberties and
societal welfare in achieving a just and equitable society.

3. Indian Federalism: Union — State Relations

Understanding Indian federalism highlights the distribution of powers and responsibilities
between the Union and State governments. It builds awareness of cooperative and competitive
federalism, enhancing knowledge of governance mechanisms. This equips learners to analyze
intergovernmental relations, conflict resolution, and their impact on national unity and diversity.

4. Constitutional Amendment

Studying constitutional amendments emphasizes the dynamic nature of the Constitution,
reflecting societal and political changes. It develops analytical skills to evaluate amendments'
necessity and implications, fostering adaptability to evolving governance needs while upholding
constitutional integrity and democratic principles.

UNIT-2
5. Union Executive: President, Vice-President, Prime Minister, Council of Ministers

This topic develops a detailed understanding of the executive branch, focusing on roles,
responsibilities, and emergency powers. It highlights the relationship between the President and
Prime Minister, fostering awareness of leadership dynamics, decision-making processes, and the
checks and balances essential to maintaining democratic governance.

6. Union Legislature: Rajya Sabha, Lok Sabha
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Studying the Union Legislature provides insights into the bicameral parliamentary system,
including lawmaking and parliamentary procedures. It emphasizes the role of committees,
privileges, and the Speaker, equipping learners to analyze legislative efficiency, accountability
mechanisms, and the broader impact of parliamentary decisions on governance and society.

7. Government in States: Governor, Chief Minister, and Council of Ministers

This topic enables a deeper understanding of state-level governance, focusing on the executive
and legislative branches. It explains their functions, powers, and interrelations, fostering
knowledge about federal structures and the importance of state autonomy in the functioning of
India's democracy.

8. Judiciary: Supreme Court and High Courts

Studying the judiciary fosters an understanding of its structure, functions, and significance as the
guardian of the Constitution. Emphasis on judicial activism highlights the evolving role of courts
in promoting justice and accountability, equipping learners to critically evaluate the judiciary's
influence on governance and society.

SEMESTER 1 MINOR :

Outcome : The main Object of this syllabus is to make students familiar with the basic
concepts of the political science and it's relevance in the present situation. After successful
completion of this syllabus, studens will able to:

1. Understand the foundation principles of political science

2.Learn about the meaning, natural, origin and working

3. Apply these concepts in understanding the historical and contemporary political
phenomenon.

This course will enable students to understand the basic political theory concepts and engage
them in

critically analyzing the subject. It will also provide an opportunity for the students to familiarize
themselves with contemporary interpretations of the theories and views of scholars for a deeper
understanding of the subject.

SEMESTER 2 MAJOR

Unit 1: Foundations of Political Theory

1. Meaning of the Political — What is Political Theory?

Outcome: Develop a comprehensive understanding of the term "political" and its relevance in
human social interactions.

Learning Objectives:

() Explore the evolution of political theory as a discipline. Signed by Principal, Bhairab Ganguly College
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(I Understand the scope, significance, and methodologies of political theory.

(1M Analyse how political theory addresses issues such as governance, power, and justice in
society.

Skills Gained: Critical thinking, conceptual analysis, and ability to engage with theoretical
frameworks.

2. Sovereignty — Monism and Pluralism

Outcome: Critically examine the concept of sovereignty and compare monistic and pluralistic
approaches.

Learning Objectives:

(I) Define sovereignty and understand its historical development in political thought.

(1) Distinguish between monism (e.g., Hobbes’ absolute sovereignty) and pluralism (e.g., Laski
and the role of non-state actors).

(1) Reflect on the implications of sovereignty in the context of globalization and supranational
organizations.

Skills Gained: Comparative analysis and understanding of theoretical constructs.

3. Nation and State — Social Contract Theory

Outcome: Analyse the concepts of the nation and the state through the lens of social contract
theories.

Learning Objectives:

(I) Explore the theoretical foundations of nation and state formation.

(I Understand the contributions of Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau to the social contract theory.
(1IN Evaluate the relevance of social contract theory in modern democratic governance.

Skills Gained: Historical analysis, theoretical synthesis, and contextual application.

4. Power and Authority — Types and Linkages

Outcome: Gain an in-depth understanding of power and authority, their types, and their
interrelationships in political systems.

Learning Objectives:

(I) Differentiate between power (coercive and non-coercive) and authority (legitimate power).
(1N Identify various types of authority (traditional, charismatic, legal-rational) and their relevance
in governance.

(11 Understand how power dynamics and authority structures impact policy-making and
leadership.

Skills Gained: Analytical reasoning and evaluation of political phenomena.

Unit 2: Core Concepts in Political Philosophy

5. Rights, Law, Liberty, and Equality (Inter-relationships)

Outcome: Develop a nuanced understanding of the interplay between rights, law, liberty, and
equality in creating a just society.

Learning Objectives:

() Define and analyse the fundamental concepts of rights, law, liberty, and equality.

(1) Explore their interdependence and conflicts in political and social contexts.

(1IN Examine their role in fostering individual freedoms and social equity.

Skills Gained: Philosophical reasoning and practical application of normative principles.

6. Justice — Theory of Rawls

Outcome: Critically engage with Rawls’ theory of justice and ig.emphasis aRfBIERRSS colege
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Learning Objectives:

(I) Understand the core principles of Rawls’ "A Theory of Justice," including the original position
and the veil of ignorance.

(I) Reflect on the difference principle and its implications for social and economic equality.
(IMEvaluate the practical challenges in applying Rawlsian justice in diverse societies.

Skills Gained: Ethical reasoning and critical evaluation of social justice models.

7. Democracy — Models of Democracy (David Held)

Outcome: Explore various models of democracy as categorized by David Held and their
applicability in different political systems.

Learning Objectives:

(I) Define democracy and understand its core principles.

(I Analyse Held’s models, such as liberal, participatory, deliberative, and cosmopolitan
democracy.

(1IN Assess the strengths and weaknesses of these models in addressing contemporary political
challenges.

Skills Gained: Comparative evaluation and understanding of democratic practices.

8. Citizenship — Nature and Types

Outcome: Gain an understanding of the concept of citizenship and its evolution in political
thought.

Learning Objectives:

(I) Define citizenship and explore its historical development.

(I Differentiate between various types of citizenship (e.qg., liberal, republican, cosmopolitan).
(11 Evaluate the role of citizenship in promoting rights, duties, and civic participation in modern
states.

Skills Gained: Contextual analysis and ability to apply theoretical insights to real-world
governance.

SEMSTER 2 MINOR

Course outcomes for courses on the Constitution of India and the process of government in
India may include:

Understanding the Constitution

Students should be able to:

Understand the importance of the Constitution and the government

Learn the basic concepts of the Constitution

Understand the philosophy of the Constitution and its preamble

Learn about the historical background of the Constitution's development

Understanding the government
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Understand the division of powers between the union and state governments
Understand the role of the PM, President, Council of Ministers, and Local Administration
Understand the functioning of the Union, State, and Local Governments
Understand the structure of the legislature, executive, and judiciary
Understand the relationship between the State and the individual
Understanding the process

Students should be able to:

Understand the procedure and effects of emergency

Understand the composition and activities of the election commission
Understand the amendment procedure

Acquaint themselves with the judicial system of the country

Understanding rights and duties

Students should be able to:

List fundamental rights and fundamental duties of Indian citizens

Understand the importance of fundamental rights and duties

Understand the directive principle of states policy

Semester 3
MINOR

UNIT 1 AND UNIT 2

Understanding political systems

Students can analyze the functioning of political systems and institutions in different countries,
and compare them using the course material.

Critical thinking

Students can critically think about political systems, processes, and public policy.

Comparing states

Students can compare states based on their political culture, political participation, and other
factors.

Analyzing globalization

Students can analyze the impact of globalization on the states covered in the course.
Understanding democratization

Students can assess the level of democratization in the regimes studied in the course.
Understanding political institutions

Students can understand how countries vary in their political institutions, such as constitutional,
electoral, administrative, and party systems.

Understanding social and economic relations

Students can gain insights into the interconnections between social and economic relations and
the political process.

Understanding the changing nature of the state

Students can analyze the changing nature of the state in the light of diversities such as caste,
class, gender, and religion.
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MAJOR

Unit1 :

Understanding political behavior

The behavioral approach seeks to explain and predict political behavior through an objective
and quantified approach.

Emphasizing empirical data

The behavioral approach emphasizes the importance of empirical data and observable
behavior.

Using scientific methods

The behavioral approach uses scientific methods like statistical analysis and hypothesis testing
to study political behavior.

Focusing on individuals and groups

The behavioral approach focuses on studying the behavior of individuals and groups, rather
than abstract theorizing about institutions.

Separating facts from values

The behavioral approach aims to separate facts from values to remain objective.

Conducting research systematically

The behavioral approach conducts research systematically with theory and evidence working
together.

Idealism's role in international relations

Idealism is a political theory that focuses on the idea that states can achieve lasting peace and
security through reason, science, and education. It also emphasizes the role of international law
and organizations in policy formation.

Idealism's features

Idealism is based on the belief that human nature is good, and that bad behavior is a result of
poor institutions and environments. Idealists believe that war is the worst aspect of relations,
and that it can be eliminated by reforming international relations.

Idealism's debate with realism

Idealism is part of a great debate in international relations with realism. Students will learn about
the arguments of both sides, and the basic issues of contention between them.

Idealist theory of state

This theory states that the state is an ethical institution with absolute power, and that the
individual is a means to the state's end.

Unit 2 :

Understanding of contemporary world politics

The Marxist approach uses historical materialism to explain and understand the contemporary
world, including the concepts of state and world order.

Analysis of social phenomena

Marxism analyzes the material conditions and economic activities that fulfill human needs to
explain social phenomena.

Understanding of class struggle

Marxism views society as divided into the oppressed and the oppressor, and class struggle as a
way to fight out social contradictions.
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Marxism views capitalism as economically unsustainable and incapable of improving living
standards.

Understanding of the role of commodities

Marxism views commodities as products or services sold on markets and produced by human
labor power.

Understanding of the role of crises

Marxism views crises as emerging from contradictions in the capitalist mode of production.
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BHAIRAB GANGULY COLLEGE
Department of Political Science

Course Outcomes, NEP, Semester-1 (Major)

Unit 1: Foundations of Political Theory
1. Meaning of the Political - What is Political Theory?

Outcome: Develop a comprehensive understanding of the term "political” and its relevance
in human social interactions.

Learning Objectives:
(1) Explore the evolution of political theory as a discipline.
(I1) Understand the scope, significance, and methodologies of political theory.

(111) Analyse how political theory addresses issues such as governance, power, and justice in
society.

Skills Gained: Critical thinking, conceptual analysis, and ability to engage with theoretical
frameworks.

2. Sovereignty — Monism and Pluralism

Outcome: Critically examine the concept of sovereignty and compare monistic and pluralistic
approaches.

Learning Objectives:
() Define sovereignty and understand its historical development in political thought.

(1) Distinguish between monism (e.g., Hobbes’ absolute sovereignty) and pluralism (e.g., Laski
and the role of non-state actors).

(111) Reflect on the implications of sovereignty in the context of globalization and supranational
organizations.

Skills Gained: Comparative analysis and understanding of theoretical constructs.
3. Nation and State — Social Contract Theory

Outcome: Analyse the concepts of the nation and the state through the lens of social contract
theories.

Learning Objectives:

() Explore the theoretical foundations of nation and state formation.
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(1) Understand the contributions of Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau to the social contract
theory.

(1) Evaluate the relevance of social contract theory in modern democratic governance.
Skills Gained: Historical analysis, theoretical synthesis, and contextual application.
4. Power and Authority — Types and Linkages

Outcome: Gain an in-depth understanding of power and authority, their types, and their
interrelationships in political systems.

Learning Objectives:
(1) Differentiate between power (coercive and non-coercive) and authority (legitimate power).

(I1) Identify various types of authority (traditional, charismatic, legal-rational) and their
relevance in governance.

(111) Understand how power dynamics and authority structures impact policy-making and
leadership.

Skills Gained: Analytical reasoning and evaluation of political phenomena.
Unit 2: Core Concepts in Political Philosophy
5. Rights, Law, Liberty, and Equality (Inter-relationships)

Outcome: Develop a nuanced understanding of the interplay between rights, law, liberty, and
equality in creating a just society.

Learning Objectives:

() Define and analyse the fundamental concepts of rights, law, liberty, and equality.

(1) Explore their interdependence and conflicts in political and social contexts.

(111) Examine their role in fostering individual freedoms and social equity.

Skills Gained: Philosophical reasoning and practical application of normative principles.
6. Justice — Theory of Rawls

Outcome: Critically engage with Rawls’ theory of justice and its emphasis on fairness.
Learning Objectives:

(I) Understand the core principles of Rawls’ "A Theory of Justice," including the original
position and the veil of ignorance.

(1) Reflect on the difference principle and its implications for social and economic equality.
(l11)Evaluate the practical challenges in applying Rawlsian justice in diverse societies.

Skills Gained: Ethical reasoning and critical evaluation of social justice models.
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7. Democracy — Models of Democracy (David Held)

Outcome: Explore various models of democracy as categorized by David Held and their
applicability in different political systems.

Learning Objectives:
(I) Define democracy and understand its core principles.

(1) Analyse Held’s models, such as liberal, participatory, deliberative, and cosmopolitan
democracy.

(1) Assess the strengths and weaknesses of these models in addressing contemporary
political challenges.

Skills Gained: Comparative evaluation and understanding of democratic practices.
8. Citizenship — Nature and Types

Outcome: Gain an understanding of the concept of citizenship and its evolution in political
thought.

Learning Objectives:
(1) Define citizenship and explore its historical development.
(1) Differentiate between various types of citizenship (e.g., liberal, republican, cosmopolitan).

(1) Evaluate the role of citizenship in promoting rights, duties, and civic participation in
modern states.

Skills Gained: Contextual analysis and ability to apply theoretical insights to real-world
governance.
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